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amusements reus evening.

BOWEKY THEATRE, Bowtry. Boiuulan Girl.Rook-
.OjD.

BROADWAY THEATRE Broadway.La Figua dr Rixj-
llUUWTv. I'.Nk Fhlt (.OSr.T.lMINoJ'lJl.

STBLO'S. I vtTOTiA Bovgia.
'

¦CRTONS THEATRE. Chambers ttreet.David Cor-
rmrsxij).Fosters'* Frouc.

NATIONAX. THEATRE, Chatham itieeV-WALLACB.Fo¬
ot of Bomb*.

WALLaCK 3 THEATRE, Broadway A Morminu Cau
<.Monky.

WHITE'S THEATRE (IF VARIETIES, 17 and 19 Bowery.
Taiht Meant Nkykr Won Fair Lady.Boots at thb Swan
-Mwqbw Making.

AMXXUGAN MUSEUM.Afternoon.r.miPuL Tom Tana
.Family Jam. Evening.Hot 0' My Thuk».Yoc.nb

HELLER'S SALOON, 639 Broadway.N'bcromajK"*.
.BORAMA 666 Broadway.Banvard s Pai»oba*a o» taa

¦hi Land.
CHRISTY'S OPERA HOCSE, 472 Broadway.ErmonAX

IhllllllY BY CHKJWY a MlWKEA

WOOD'S MTN'STRKIS. Wood s Musical Hall, 444 Broad
way.EmK'i u.* MLvmuojnr.

CIRCUS, 37 Bowery.Equbwrxaw EsTwrAW**!..

406 BROADWAY.Rimjsy's 'ltiAKW.

DOUBLE SHEET.
Wtw York. Friday, January 1853.

The Newi.

Perhaps that -which will be looked upon as by far
the most important portion of the,contents of this
iasne, particularly by commercial classes, is the an-

Mttl report of the Secretary of the Treasury, which
ma yesterday presented to Congress, after a delay of
some six weeks beyond established usage. We may
tahe the trouble to examine this lengthy document
hi all its details and descant upon its merits here¬
after.
The proceedings in the United States Senate yes¬

terday, thoogh lacking the importance which cha¬
racterised them on the two previous days, were

quite interesting. After a short debate, a motion to
lake up the bill for the payment ofthe Texas debt, was
rejected. By the way, our special correspondent writes
that the feeing in favor of liquidating this debt is
gaining strength. Mr. Gwin's scheme for a railroad to
the Pacific was again the topio ofdiscussion during the
afternoon. It is pleasing to observe that party pre¬
dilections appear to have been entirely thrown over¬
board with regard to this measure.nearly all seem
to agree that there is absolute necessity for a road of
the kind , and the only matters that remain to be settled
are as to the line of route and the point of the eastern
terminus. Two executive sessions were held, in the
.anne of which, it is understood, the appointment of
Mr. Badger, as Judge of the Louisiana district, was
under consideration. It is said that the signs now
indicate the confirmation of the appointment before
the 4th of March.

Another lengthy and spirited debate came off in
the House ofRepresenatives on the New York Branch
Mint bill. Mr. Seymour made an admirable spcech in
.?or of the measure, which operated with telling ef¬
fect upon the mere sectional prejudices against it
vbich two or three of the Pennsylvania members
bad the day before endeavored to arouse. Mr. Briggs
also made some remarks which were not lost upon
the listeners. Upon the expiration of the morning
hoar, the House turned its attention to the
business on the Speaker's table. An attempt
to bring up the French Spoliation bill failed, and
consequently the Tate of that scheme may be looked
apon as sealed so far as concerns the present Con¬
gress. The Senate bill abolishing public executions
in the District of Columbia was passed. A message
from the President, in answer to a resolution
asking for information concerning the seizure and
confiscation of the American brig Snnn Loud, by
the Spanish authorities, was received, ordered to
be printed, and referred to the Committee on

Foreign Affairs; immediately after which, Mr. Polk
moved a reconsideration as to the printing, for
the probable reason that mnch information, which
should have been kept back, relative to onr relations
with Spain, had in this manner already leaked out,
through the indiscretion of the President. As a mat¬
ter of coarse, a sharp controversy ensued between
the whigs and democrats, and before the subject
was disposed of, the body adjourned.

Lively debates occurred in both branches of our

State Legislature yesterday in the Senate upon the
¦object of female corporations generally, and the La¬
dies' Repository of New York particularly.and in the
Assembly on Mr. Cooley's resolution for the appoint¬
ment of a joint committee on the Canal Enlargement
question. Oar correspondent states that an impres¬
sion prevails that the speech of Mr. Loomis, which
will be found in the regular proceedings, will have
the effect of killing the resolutions.
Our Concord correspondent writes that politicians

are again pouring into that place from all directions.
The announcement that a committee of ex-Senator
Dickinson's friends were about to wait on the Presi¬
dent elect seems to have produced a feverish excite¬
ment among the barnburners at Albany. The
Lieotenant Gevernor, Comptroller, State Treasurer,
and one or two others, speedily prepared themselves,
and succeeded in heading off this dreaded committee.
The latter are reported to have stopped in Boston
last evening, but Lieut. Gov. Church and his party
reached Concord in the afternoon. They ascertained
that the General was at home and the weather fine.
We learn from Albany that there are about a

dozen applicants for the post of Health Officer, and
fifty for a berth as Harbor Master of this port. In fact
the new Governor is reported to have been com¬
pletely run down and worn out by office-seekers,
since his inauguration. The appointments for the
above named offices, it is understood, will be made
in the course of two or three weeks.
The temperance fraternity had another joyous day

in Albany yesterday that is, if the holding of severa

meetings, the listening to any quantity of speakers,
and the adoption of all sorts of anti liquor resolutions
are to be taken as evidence of joyousness. Among
those who told their experience was Rev. Henry
Ward Beecher, who boasted that his father was the
first to move in the cause. Read his speech, and
then cogitate upon what would Ite the effect of the
passage of the stringent teetotal law which these
cold waterites have drawn up and propose for adop-
tisn by the Legislature.

Late accounts from Florida, state that Hilly Bow¬
legs has been deposed by his tribe, in continence
of his having assented to the proposition of the gov¬
ernment that they should leave for the west jide of
of the Mississippi.

Private advices from Mexico represent that every
State, with the exception of three have joined the
revolutionists.

Gov. Foote. of Mississippi, has jnst published a

lengthy reply to the charges made against him bv
Colonel Benton, with regard to the lamented Cal¬
houn. The Governor - reply is fully as severe as w;U!
the attack of the Colonel, and as this dispute is
somewhat connected with the poIiti ::il history of the
country, we shall give the letter to our reader* as
soon as we can find mem for it.

Yesterday evening the Hon. W. A. Graham, of
North Carol na, delivered i highly instructive and
entertaining lecture on the tv;. u,)r1 ,,f th«: British
army from his native State, it th Metropolitan Hall,
under the auspices of the New York Hi ri al
Horiety. Mr. Graham entered into a ninntt dis-
>1 i-ition on the Mining events which form «n im-
l*ortanl feature in the history of the Revolutionary
wur. and drew a mo*t lneid picture of the condition
pnd nv'!">.|ivres of the armies under the respective
remmaiiiis of |,«>rd CoAwallis and General Green,
i . ti.i ( i. i)j thf> b'mct !< of the RritMi rene

ral to Washington. In ghriag «¦ epitome of the
campaign, the lecturer depicted, in glowing and fer¬
vent language, the glorious result which ensaed
from the patriotic and raccemful effoito of the people
of Xcrth Carolina and other States. A full report of
his address appears elsewhere.
By reference to the report elsewhere, it will be

sttn that thtre was another grand tiarcup among
theburdund soft shells in Tammany Hall la.«t even¬

ing. The former have already subscribed fifteen
thousand dollar to erect a new hall, and the pros¬
pect now is, that the breach in the party in this city
will never more be closed. Old wounds have been

opened afresh, uod are now supposed to be beyond
cure.
As the contemplated construction of a railroad in

Broadway is still the cause of much agitation and
discussion in this community, we have deemed it
worth while to elsewhere publish certain documents

and affidavits emanating from some of those who are

favorable to the project.
Miss Baron delivered another lecture at the Stuy.

vesunt Institute, yesterday morning, on Oriental
History.
The emigration to California from "the Atlantic

States appears to flow with as strong a current as

ever, about two thousand having left here j^sterday
in the steamers Ohio, Northern Light, and Uncle
Sam.
The Dutch Reformed Church, situate in Franklin

street, in this city, was sold yesterday for thirty
thousand and one hundred dollars. The lccture room
attached to the church was also sold, and brought
fourteen thousand dollars.

A slight fire occurred, at eleven o'clock last night,
in the United States Bonded Warehouse, in this city-
It originated in a small private office upon the first
floor, and was extinguished with very slight damage.
Seme of the bocks were injured by fire.

Mcilfo.Jlrwinjje of President Arista.What
la to be Done I

The message of President Arista to the two
houses of the Mexican Congress, on the opening
of their present session, will challenge the de¬
liberate consideration of the readers of this
morning's Herald. During the last twelve
months the condition of Mexico, social, indus¬
trial. and political, has been sinking from bad
to worse, until at length she has arrived at
that extreme point of decay and exhaustion
which marks the crisis of impending disso¬
lution.
The tone of Arista's message is that of des¬

pair; yet. amidst the overwhelming aggrega¬
tion of evils by which he has been and con¬

tinues to be surrounded, he maintains his po¬
sition like a true patriot. Thankless though
his task has been, and continues to be. and me¬

naced as he is. from day to day. with a revolu¬
tionary expulsion from authority, he still
calmly counsels an imbecile Congress upon the

j means and measures for restoring something of
political and social order, and individual se¬

curity in the country. He says, most truly,
that social evils in Mexico are organic, and
that from the variety of its races (pure blooded
and cross-breeds, of Spaniards. Indians and ne¬

groes.) "the only natural condition of the
country appears to be a state of perpetual
anarchy." Still, he pleads that, by perseveriug
and united efforts on the part of the executive
and Congress, the country may be saved.
His brief recapitulation of his labors during

the late Congressional vacation, in the suppres¬
sion of the revolutionary movements in the
States of Vera Cruz, Tamaulipas, Guadalajara,
Oajaca, and elsewhere, exhibits a highly credit"
able activity. He makes it appear, too, that
the strength and condition of the government
troops have been, and still may be, sufficient to
prostrate the designs'of the insurgents. But,
alas, the treasury is empty, the fifteen mi Mono
of money received from the United States for
the cession ofNew Mexico, Utah and California,
are exhausted; internal and external taxation is
exhausted; loans are exhausted; and the Church,
which has monopolized the wealth of the
country, is imperium in impcrio, and will not
disgorge. Notwithstanding all this, as the civil
authorities of the revolutionary districts have
not fraternized with the insurgents. President
Arista still urges the co-operation of Congress
in a final effort to relieve the republic of the
organic and incurable maladies which threaten
its speedy extinction.

It was hardly to be expected that the Mexican
executive, pending the pressure of a civil war,
would have much to say on the subject of
foreign relations. Accordingly, they are dis¬
missed in a Bhort paragraph, in which, however,
there is a general mercantile allusion to the
prospect of an amicable settlement of the
Tehuantepec difficulty. But that is all. Ia the
meantime a resolution from the Committee on

Foreign Relations of the United States Senate
is still awaiting the action of that body, tanta¬
mount to a declaration of war on this very
question of the validity of the Garay contract,
but as we hear nothing of it. we may conclude
that the President ofMexico speaks by authority,
and that this international difficulty will be
amicably adjusted.
The general tone, however, of Arista's mes¬

sage is melancholy: and, taken in connection
with the latest intelligence of the movements
of the revolutionists, it may be interpreted as

the very probable precursor to his displacement
by force of arms, and the substitution of Santa
Anna and a dictatorship. A formal demand,
by a revolutionary deputation, it appears, has
been despatched to Santa Anna in his exile, to
come to the rescue. His patriotic aspirations,
at such a crisis, if we may judge from his past
history, will not permit him todieoltey the voice
of his country. We may anticipate his return,
and, once within Mexico, the speedy overthrow
of the present government. How far British.
French, and Spanish emissaries may be impli¬
cated in the present revolutionary disturbances
will probably be developed after the return
(which is very likely) of Santa Anna to the
possession of absolute authority.

In the meantime, as it is impossible that
Mexico, under any form of s» lf-government.
cnii mu< h longer exist as an independent na¬

tion, it will become a primary duty of th" ad
mini- 1ration elect to look well to, and watch
narrowly, the drift of her affairs. Whatever
may have been the real character '-f the late
French military expedition in Sonora, it is evi¬
dent that Louis Napoleon has an eye npon
Mexico, and is suspicious of Yankee encroach¬
ments in fulfilment ¦ f "man i re t deatiny."
We must also remember that the debt
of sixty millions due from Mexico to
England, gives John Bull a lively and sui-
stantial interest in the good or evil fortunes of
our helpless neighbor; and that '.pain has re¬

cently been brii-tling up to her. in a style some¬

what belligerent ar.d somewhat offensive, co 1-

sidering the crippled condition of the govern¬
ment. Against any present or future colonizing
or protective designs, however, of England,
Ki i.nce. or Spain, or all of thorn together, it
will lie the duty of the new administration to
j. mrd. by the practical enforcement of the Mon¬
ti <. d<>c trine of foreign non-intervention.

Faithfully c ' rving our obligations of good
i'b .' > r <\ nr-tjrhbQrhood With MeTi^o, a:id

vigilant against any encroachments of the

powers of Europe upon the integrity of her
soil or the independence of her government,
we can bide onr time. Whatever may be the
termination of the present revolutionary move¬

ments, we sec in them no promise of any direct
or substantial amelioration of the existing dis¬
tresses of the country. They are organic, and
can only lc overcome by tl»e infusion of new

elements of life, enterprise, and progress, into
the government, into tbe social system, and
into the body of the population. And the time
is approaching when the immeuse resources,
mineral and agricultural, of Mexico, can no

longer be permitted to remain undeveloped, and
when li&r various routes of intercommunication
between the two oceans must be opened for the
common benefit of mankind. Let not that great
fundamental principle, in this view, be forgot¬
ten, that progress and expansion are our "mani¬
fest destiny." We can have nothing to do with
Curavujal and his Jillibusteros; but we must
enforce the Monroe doctrine of foreign non-in-
tervention in the domestic concerns of our unfor¬
tunate neighbor, and she will, in good time, de¬
termine for herselfwhat course to pursue. Clear
the track.
Tim Italia* Opera ji Nibio'k..The brilliant success-

which bag attended the performance of opera at this,
magnificent house, ban fully established the fact that,,
taking all points into consideration, Niblo's is undoubt¬
edly the moat eligible establishment we have ever had for
tlie enjoyment of this now popular amusement. There
are innumerable reasons for this opinion, among the most
prominent of which may be named the central location
of the house, midway between Wall street and Union
square; the abundant means of access and egress, une¬

qualled elsewhere in the country; the spacious lobbies for
promenade and conversation during the entre act«; the
admirable cleanliness of the whole establishment, and the
magnificent covp d' ail presented to the eye of each visi¬
ter, when the house is filled with such audiences as are

usually nttraeted by Italian opera. In this latter respect,
the brilliant tableaux presented during Madame Sontag's
perfotmancehave been the theme of universal admiration,

a fact which has drawn forth all the beauty and fashion
of the city, and which is not lost upon the fairer portion
of creation, nor upon the sterner sex. The acoustic qua¬
lities of the building have now been fairly tested, and all
doubt on that point has "vanished into thin air." The
most captiouB critic cannot find fault with it in this re¬

spect. With regard to scenic effects and the richness
and propriety of all the accessories of the stage, Niblo's
has a well established reputation of the first class. The
arrangements for the reception of the audience, and the
precautions taken to ensure their accommodation and
comfort, and the absence of every thing that might possi¬
bly offend even the most fastidious, are marked peculiari¬
ties at Niblo's Garden, carried out by competent officers,
under tbe personal supervision of Mr. Niblo himself.
With these great advantage', it cannot be questioned
that Niblo's Opera House embodies in itself all the essen¬
tial requisites of such an establishment; and now that
our citizens nre proving, by the liberality and steadiness
of their patronage, that they are willing to sustain the
first lyric artists in the world, we shall henceforth con¬
sider Niblo's as the New Tork Opera House, and in doing
so. we are supported by a vast majority of the musical
world, the fashionables, and the public generally.

Tiik Opera at toe Broadway.Tot Benefit of Rovere.
. 'ill is evening, the benefit of Rovere takes place at the

Broadway theatre, when that delightful opera, the
"Daughter of the Regiment," will be performed, in which
Alboni has been so successful, and in which Rovere him-
?elf has won his laurel?. He is a decided favorite, and
will, no doubt, receive a bumper. It is the last night
that this opera will be performed at the Broadway.
The Theatres..The different places of public amuse¬

ment were never better supported than at the present
date. The Bowery is going on prosperously under the
conjoint management of Messrs. Waldron and Stevens.
The Broadway is flourishing since the engagement of
Madame Alboni. who appears four nights each week in
opera. Niblo's Garden, always the resort of highly re¬

spectable citizens, is filled every evening of the opera
performances, by the admirers of the distinguished can-
tatrice. Madame Henrietta Sontag. Burton's theatre is
always crowded Th» r.:.

sliare of public patronage. Wallack, with his star com¬

pany, is achieving great dramatic triumphs; and at
White's Varieties the entertainments afford the greatest
pleasure. Tom Thumb, who has been exhibiting himself
at the Museum for three or four weeks, is still attracting
hundreds. Christy and Wood are singing their negro
melodies with success. The other exhibitions, such as

Risley's Thames, which is the best painting we have yet
seen. Banvard's splendid georamaof the Holy Land, and
Robert Heller's surprising feats of necromancy, can be
Ken every evening, as advertised.

From Cap* Haytikn. Capt. Wil»on, of the schooner
Mary B. Knapp. arrived yesterday, from Cape Haytien.
with dates to the 27th ult., reports the place very healthy
when he left.

Pcnoiial Intelligence.
Amongst the arrivals at Washington, we notice that of

Mr. Fniichei Navarro, a gentleman well known to many
off cers of the army, as owmer of feveral large estates" or
haciendas, in the neighborhood of Saltillo. We under¬
stand this gentleman has claims for property carried off
by the Camanches living in Texas, amounting to four
hundred thousand dollars, which, on account of the
eleventh article of the Treaty of Peace with Mexico, may
one day have to be paid by our government.

Mr. T. F. Meagher will lecture in Providence, R. I., onSaturday; ar.d on Tuesday next in Boston.
Hon. Meredith P. Gentry, member of Congress from

Tennessee, has written a letter in which he declines run¬
ning again for Congress.

Gov. W. B. Campbell, of Tennessee, declines the nomi
nation for a re-election.

Marine Aflnlrg.
rFT/nTriE or Caijtorma Steamers..The steamships

Ohio and Vncle Sam, for Aspinwall, and the Northern
light, for San Juan, left port yesterday, with a large
number of pas. engers. Their names will be found in an
other column.

Tlie Reindeer Calamity.Trlnl of CaptainFarnlinm for Manslaughter.
UNITED STATES CIKCPIT COCKT.

Betore Hon. Judge Betts.
J/n 20.. Tlir 1'ajAeaQniiu.t John IK. fhrn/mm. In this

cn»e. the evidence ha\ ing clo-ed, Mr. Noyes proceeded to
sutn up on 1he part of the defendant, and in a very able
and argumentative address contended that his client was
not responsible for the calamity that occurred; that the
duties of tlie captain had been proved to l>e of a different
nature, and that he had no control over the departmentof the engineer. Counsel also contended that the law wassufficiently complied with by opening the doors of the
furnace, and that there was no evidence of a want of
caution skill, or care, on the port of the accused.
The U. S. I'istrict Attorney, Mr J. Prcscott Hall, In

an address of nearly two hours length, which embraced a
clear analyst of the testimony, and In which he expati¬ated witliMiis usual force and eloquence upon the conse¬
quence* of the reckle- ness of commanders on board the
river steamboats, contended tiuit it was the duty of the
co] tain to sre lhat the provi«ion* of the act of Omgre-s
wei-e obeyed that he personally, or by a responsibledeputy, should laose the safety valves to be opened at
each landing and in dereliction of that duty he was re
sponsible and amenable for the conseqnr noes. Mr. Hall
concluded hi remarks to the jurv. by admonishing them
as to the importance of the duty that devolved upontlum if they believed that Captain Karnham had not
acted negligently. ear'Ies-ly. or without projier cau¬
tion in God's name let bim be discharged but i(\ accord¬
ing to tb( evidence, ns they Ueued it as conscientious
n.en on their oaths, they believed him guilty of negli-
g<nee or reck le--ness, they should not avert the arm of
Justice 'rem failing on the guilty hend.

It being r ow past 1 o clock, the Judge asked the jury if
tl.oy would not prefer receiving the eliarre of the (.ourt
in the n.( ninirV To 1 1 the jury absented. and with the
usui. I admonition, they were allowed to separate. Ad¬
journed to 11 o'clock Friday (this) morning.

The Ci'ltfU Aim rlram.
New Vokk. Jan. 20, 1S53.

To hie FritToR o> the Her/ij)
A lii/ht inaccuracy in tin H».rtAii>\s report of nn ad-

c'.re-- deliveied by ire at Hope tin, pel, on the 20th ult.,
t: j < n tho | rinci) 1< of the " OrtLr of I ited American.*,"hi. giw n occa ton for nn uppnrent ly willful anil malicious
or ion <f my remains on 'he art of tho Truth Ihller,

a Pr.n.an < ntholic or^na in this c^y. I should not con-
i'.er the matter of uff.i ient irnpi r'nn^, personally, to

ii it a""ntirn. or ju i f;, an intrusion upon your ir.dul
i o b:.t re;.re oting, for the o o ion alluded to. a

ii i r»» s mid j a 'oticbdyof my fellow citlxens, Ills
o t«. 'I em t' n' the cri.r mioj Id tie co.ieoted, and I ask

I'M. i- m!o. <i o brleliy. thrtugh t' HBnAU>.
The accidental <ub -t.it tit ion of the tor ''or' for but."

in 1 1 e ro| rt of iny vli'.rc s. give.) rise to nn accusation
n-.-nin ' me 1 1' e ofi.l i. norane .or ivil!fulUl!adn°o*.," bytl e editor of the Truth Trllrr. What I lid, -.vn , that "the
'Oder bad bwn organized, not forM rty l-ui, |tricily j cp.k
Ing. tor lolit >al j r ,.

" a 4i rn on c-.n j .out
witli the whi le tenor of my dbco r«e. and which has b 'ii
so ( Ken ptihli he. I to the world by tl:f Or.ier of United
Americans that ro v o exi t' ex. e; t " woful I,.mm
ranee or willful blindi -s." on the part of an editor of
rok-|.« ctalile p; <>t' n-i'- who, prof. -!r^ moreover, to
understand the prlneijles e hlcli guide the Order, thin
misrepresent* n speaker on a "iere mrlnl error of
heyros. Pfjei-tf, -Hy, #«., J V. I"'Y"

LECTURE OF ION* W. A. GRAHAM,
ON THE

BRITISH INVASION OF NORTH CAROLINA,
Before the New York Historical Society.

The niith lecture of this course was dt-lirered yester¬
day evening, at Metropolitan Hall, by the Hon W. A Ura¬
l-am, en the above subject. T!.e Ixnly and gnllerv o? the
cdit'ce were filled to excess by a highly respectabl* au¬

dience. At the hour appointed, the lecturer, accompanied
by the Hon. Luther Biadish, President of the Society,
Hr liawkt s. Dr. Francis, Lr. IcWitt, and other uislin-
giishtd gentlemen, presented himself to the audience,
ard, niter the applause which greeted liiin had sub lided,
faid:

Mr. 1'resident, and ladies and gentlemen.Regarding
the New York Hi torical Society as a national institution,

I have not scrupled to undertake Uio task devolved on me
this evening, however conscious of my inadequacy to it*

proper fulfilment and a primary object of its establi -hment
being the Htudy and dissemination of a correct knowledge
of American history, the topic on which I purpose to en¬

gage your attention is the British invasion of North Caro¬
lina, in #T80 and '81. Having been requested to turn my
attention to some subject pertaining to tho history of
the Southern States, it was not until after the choico of
this, and at too late a period to prepare another, that I
learned that a reveiend and distinguished friend of mine,
who has preceded me In the series of exercises appointed
by the society, had made tho subject of his discourse
another interesting chapter in the history of North Caro¬
lina. With earlier information on this point, I would
gladly have chosen some other topic, to give greater va¬

riety and interest to the course of lectures which has thus
l'ar been so well received by the public.
The subject is withal commonplace; but it is the story

of our nrce-tors.of their struggles and sacrifices their
freedom and r* now n. The scene, too, is circumscribed;
tut the actors were personifications of principles and
representatives of nations, and upon the close of the
drama depended the fate of an empire. If other apology
be wanting for the selection of this theme,

.'.'I am native there and to the manor born,"
and from occasional access to official documents, as well
as from the traditions and legends of those whose honor-
al.lo scars bore witness of opportunities for acquaint¬
ance with some, at least, of the e\eutsof that period, arc

impressed with the conviction that from most of chroni¬
clers and printing presses in the then infant State, at the
time of these occurrences, and from negligence or acci¬
dent since, they have not received full justice from the
pen of history. Let it be remembered that the period to
which we refor is 1780 and 1781, more than five years
after the first blocd shed in the war of the Revolution at
Lexington, and tull live years after the national Decla-
ration of Independence.

Yet,!had North Carolina been no indifferent or idle spec¬
tator while other States were the theatre of war or in
regard to the common cause, in the incipiency of the
contest. As early as the passage of the Stamp Act, and
down to tho breaking out of the hostilities, disputes of a
domestic nature, touching the rights of creditors in the
province to proceed by attachment against the lands of
debtors residing in England and the mal administration of
«L'Lr,r0vm/i?1 e^rnment had been agitated between

if (uf,1 /J??*' governors*) and the |>eople
of the colony, which added to the causes of complaint of
more general interest, produced a free discusoion of the
constitution of Great Britain, and sharpened and invigo-
rated the public mind in relation to the rights of British
subjects in the colonies. Emboldened in tlie.e controver¬
sies. the population were intelligent and acute in their
I .u

i,8nCB involved, jealous of undue
control by the mother country, and ready to hazard anv

j consequences in resisting her encroachments. This was
sufficiently attested in the alacrity with which she re

1??? t .1° caU^or lhe flr*t continental Congress, in
1<74. in the proceeding* of her various provincial con-
gresees and councils, prior to the establishment of the
State government, and in those of her popular assemblies

be enough to particularize the
Wilmington, Cumberland Rowen. andTryon associations,
and the memorable meeting in Michlenburg, on the 20tli
of May, 1775, which declared absolute independence.
And these prompt and decisive manifestations of senti¬

ment, had been sustained by military aid, in the imme¬
diate scenes of danger, in a manner which proved that
she had no selfish, sectional or exclusive ideas of de¬
fence, and protection. Establishing a thorough mili¬
tary organisation at the Provincial Congress, which
assembled in Hillsborough on the 20th of August, 1775
in December of that year an expedition was sent under
Colonel Howe, for the defence of Norfolk and Lower Vir¬
ginia, against 1-ord Dunmore, the royal Governor of that
province, who, having collected a large army of whites
and negroes, proclaimed martial law. and offered freedom
to the apprentices and slaves of the country. This force
in conjunction with a detachment of regulars and Vir¬
ginia troops, under Colonel Woodford, defeated his lord¬
ship s army in the battle at Great Bridge, and obliged him
to abandon Norfolk, and take refuge on board a man-of-
war, in the harbor, as the last royal Governor of North

Wilmington' ni0 8 antcrior, had been obliged to do at

u.^2,Utp!ihv £*5 a,n "Potion under Colonels
nnrt tjr' L. Rutherford, marched from the western
part or the State against tne tones, (cauea iuS
from a royalist emissary of that name.) in the north

wfthZ <
and in connection

7';, ,Wnnr.T'ri thnt 8$ate> und,,r General Richardson
!L- »

Thomnson, drove the tory commanders,
Cunningham and Fletcher, from the siege of the village

aD their retreat, surprised and defeated
them, with the capture of four hundred of their followers.

4i Jn tr*d«tlon the snow camp campaign,
visited V'° FD"W gtflnns *ith whicb its camp, were

min fhe A4u.tnlnn of * force of nineteen hundred
men. from the same region, under General Rutherford,
was despatched against the Cherokee Indians, who had
espoused the British cause, and committed depredations
i I"1' settlement*, which chastised and
compelled them to sue for peace.

In the campaigns of 177f, >78, 70 «nd '80 she furnish-
ed her contingents to the continental service upon the

of ^"ngress, to meet the common ei*my in
other States, and her militia were marched, by divisions
rliSw' "f.*11"!' and battalions, to the aid of South
Carolina and Georgia, not to mention that the rauks of
.umter and lickens were often filled with her citizens,
when ihn1f«I,C«e ,,n,lpr."10se famous partisan officers,v.hen those States were the seat of war, and were comput¬
ed among the troops of South Carolina. From New Jer¬
sey to Horida inclusive, there were few battle fields in

. 01 *? * tr00I)K fn?ft^' 'n defence of the
i .

^*ie country were not hers.
r«^de1the^e contri°1ntions' however, for military ope-

. ,oa 11 considerable force was required for the

Si T.k" "ai y of 1Le State' -^though the
great mass of the people were true to the country there

c"n,0lnPt|ble number who maintained their loyal-
ftl. IT" and r<00d 7"** to d"fend with arms.

conspicuously true of a body of Scotch
» Jfi 1' .7' 7- ^ emigrated in large numbers to the
waters of the Cape I ear in the incipient stages of the con-
"'"V hetw-een the colonies and the mother country

I obt?i?Pd h7 Colonels Caswell and
Jjlhngton at the bridge of Moore s Creek, one of the Wes-

1777 v,i
taries of the Cape Fear, on the 27th of February,

1777, with one thousand men, over the tory forces levied
V-i inn ,,nd" G*nPraI ^''fonald and Captain

M l.eod. numbering fifteen hundred men, who were march
ing to relieve Governor Martin from his exile on board an
English ship of war at the mouth of tho Cape Fear, and to

rZv lm nf1"; restore him to hi. authority in the
colony is, one of the proudest events of the war, in

in PurSVp" with v'ffOr, as this victory was,
in capturing prisoners, ajms, military stores, and
thple n rfir'U broke the spirit and destroyed
» e hnn. fu? rnemy in thi« State, and so clu-ered

deeHvrfMt ,,hnt iU e,Tccts w"c widely and
p. !. I inf t h

f®*,in« of attachment to the royal
cause infected individuals, and in many instances whole
neighborhoods and districts, and required constant vigi¬
lance, determination and energy on the part of the

I authorities nnd troops or the now government.
In the spring of 1776. a formiilable invasion was threat-| ened by a military and naval command, under Sir HenryClinton and Sir l'eter I'arker, at the mouth of Cape

[ Fear. nnd a large military force wan called out to repel it.' Hut its attention was noon directed to the more temptingI prire of Charleston, where, in June of that year, occurrcd
the famous repuli-e which ban gi\en immortality to the
runic of Moullrie. With the exception of a large detach
ment from this armament, which was landed, and com¬
mitted (ome depredations in the county of Hrunswick,
ainorg which trns the sacking of the private mansion of

1 the patii' t General Howe, no Dritish force had entered
I the territory of North Carolina until the period announcedj in the outset of these remarks, the latter h;ilf of the year1780. But, although the geographical position of the

Mate, or the military plans of the enemy, had thus longdi'ln\ed his visit, li<> now came with a prestige of suc-
re«« which threaten«d entire subjugation South Caro¬
lina nnd Georgia had been overrun ami conqured, and
tl eir patriot citizens driven to concealment, exile, or sub-
nils-ion to his victorious arms; Charleston had fallen
on the 12tli of May. Improving Ills Micces* with the skill of

a veterui commander, lord Cornwall's moved forward, at
once and came to Camden, near the centre of tho State;and on the 2Wh of that month, his light troops, under
Lieut. Col. Tarlcton, overwhelmed and massacred a Vir¬
ginia regiment, under Col Ili.ford, at Waxbaw cr. k,
near the frontiers of North Carolina. On the 10th ot
August, in a pitched battle. ne:ir Camden, he had sig¬
nally dtsfeated and routed the main army, which had
been rallied for tl e defence of the South iindcv General
Gate*. the bero ot !-iiraloga. And although ome con¬
solation was administered to the woinded spirit of tho
American General under thi crushing defeat, by the
miccess of Gem ini Si. niter in capturing about the same
time, a convoy of tin- enemy, yet this daring and vigilant
ofliei r was him -elf mrpri ed by the da hing Tarleton,i.nd lii- force of eight n nnd cd men put to route and
dispersed with tl.e lO" of his artillery, arms, and bag¬
gage. at 1 i-hing crfek. two da afterwards. "Thus,''
sny a spirited writer, (be tr.i,.edy of the 10th do ingwith the eata«troi he of the isfli. thearmy oi the South
became a second time nearly annihilated. To this un¬
broken s'icce. -i( n of rever en to our arm-' it must he ad I-
ed t lint the resources of North Carolina to moot tlm
impending danger had been greatly impaired by the
e\rnts of (lie war. A large number of her people, dis¬
pirited and broken down in health by erviee, tho two
preceding years, in the low and insalubrious sec ions of
f-'iitb Carolina and Georgia; her treasury and military supplies evhnu. led in the maintenance of the" and other

. ¦^.editions all her continental troops, and mor"!hiii> »
thou nnd of her militia, in ado prl oners at the surrender
of n.arleston, nnd paroled, or yet in the bands of
the enrmy, more than five him rl more, ine! idin/ '.no
ol the most popular and Influenzal officers, tnU< o at tho
battle of Cnindcn, and now in confinement at st. Augm-
tine the. ear# ctrcnni -tflnees not to !«. overlooked in

j estimating the appalling nature of the crisis, and the
merit of a brave re istanee.

'fh^re *a« no impediment to the onward pro'rr of
1/ird Cornwallls except tie want f u; I1' >. which he
rr fctVntly nviv'ed at '' i r !" rr o <"

1b« capital of Mecklenburg county, and the ir*t point of
hi* destination. laid parallel to the great riven of the
country, and wwei the State boundary upon an imaginary
line. In the absence of map*. so much of geography a*

u-ay be nrccufary to comprehend the movement* which
we shall (let-crib*, may be comprised in a few wordy/ The
I'rcad and Catawba river* arc the chief tributaries of the

I fwitee. and the Yadkin of the l edeo, parallel stream*,
rising in the mountain* of North turfiiina and running
rcuthwaidly to the ocean, in South Carolina. The Cape
Fear pursue* a like course, but is wholly in North Caro-
lita. it* head water* being the Surt aud ilow or 3ax-

i apahaw riyers. The 1'an is the bedwater of the
I kcanoke, and at our point* of reference is coursing from
! weft to taut, nearly with the line of division between

i North Carolina and Virginia. But there is an episode to
I our nurialhe, before pursuing the inarch of the iuvudiug

j army. The disastrous tiding* of the fall of Charleston
spoil rapidly through tho country, bringing gloom to the
heart ol the patriot, cheerfulne.-s and joy to the loyalist,
and inclining the wavering and irresolute to the cause of
roj alty. tarly in June, the militia of the counties of Meck¬
lenburg and Rowan, comprehending the region between the
Yadkin and Catawba, who had so early and so constantly
signalized their devotion to liberty, were ordered out under
Brigadier General Rutherford, to oppose the triumphal
march of the British General. Scarcely had they assem¬
bled at the place of rendezvous, about ten mile* northeast

of Charlotte, when intelligence arrived of an assemblage
of a body of loyalist* at Raw-son's mills, Home forty
miles distant, beyond the Catawba, in the county of Tryon,
and within view of the present village t>f Lincolnton.
Unwilling to weaken the force he had gathered to lm-

Sede the advance of the British army, General Rutherford
espatclied orders to Col. Francis Locke, of Rowen, and

other faithful officers, to collect the available force of
their sevei&l neighborhoods, and suppress the insurrec¬
tion at the earliest practicable moment. It appeared
that one John Moore, of tlV county of Tryon, (now Lin¬
coln.) who had joined the enemy in South Carolina the
preceding winter, had recently returned, dressed in a tat¬
tered suit of tiritL.li uniform with a sword, and announced
liimi elf u lieutenant colonel iu the well known regiment
of North Curolina Loyalists, commanded by Col. John
Hamilton, of Halifax. He brought detailed accounts of
the siege and surrender of Charleston, and an authorita¬
tive iues^ge from Lord Cornwalli* that he would march
into that tection an soon as the then ripening harvest*
were gathered, so as to afford a support for his army.
Very soon thereafter. Major Nicholas Welsh, of the same

vicinity who had been in the British service for eigh¬
teen months, and bore a major'* commission in the name
regin ent, al.-o returned, with splendid official equipments
arid a purse of god, which was ostentatiously displayed
to his tiiimiring associates, with artful speeches in aid of
the cause he had embraced. He also gave the lir.it in¬
formation ol' Burford's defeat, and represented that all
resistance ou the part of the. whig* would now be hope¬
less. I'niier these leader* then, was collected, in a few
days, a force of thirteen hundred men, who were en¬

camped in an advantageous position, preparatory to their
beiDg marched to effect a Juncture with the British in
South Carolina.

Colonel Locke, and the other officers who had received
the orders of General Rutherford, already referred to,
proceeded to execute them with the utmost alacrity and
promptitude. In les* than five days they levied their
several quotas, uud, crowing the Catawba at various
fords, effected a junction, within sixteen miles of the
camp of the royalists, on the 19th of Juno, with three
hundred and fifty men. At sunrise the next morning,
with this unequal force, and without any chief command¬
er or understood arrangements of battle, except that
three companies of horse, which constituted their caval¬
ry, should go in front, they assaulted the camp of the
tories, containing, a* already mentioned, thirteen hun¬
dred men, and, ufter a well sustained and bloody engage¬
ment of an hour, compelled them to retreat. The par¬
ticulars of this action, did time permit ud to recur to
them, are of much interest. Blood relative* and fa¬
miliar acquaintances fought in the opposing ranks, and
wl.en the .-moke of the battle occasionally cleared away,
rocogniied each other in the conflict.the tories wearing
their well known badge of a green pine twig in front of
the hat, and the whigs a similar badge of white paper,
which was in some instances taken as a mark by tho ene¬
my, and occasioned the wearers to be shot in the head.
These were the only mean* ol' distinguishing the two

Sarties in the action in which neighbor met neighbor in
eadly strife, with the rilie* carried in hunting, and in

the use of which w eapon one hundred men on either side
were as expert and unerring a* any like number of Ken-
tuckian* in the time of Boon. Seventy men, including
five whig and four tory captains, were left dead on the
field, and more than two hundred were wounded, the
los* being shared about equally by the respective sides.

It is a remarkable omission, in the histories of the war
of the revolution, that no author, neither Marshall, I-ee,
Ramsay, Iiotta, or any other, that I have consulted,
make* mention of this important battle of Rawson's mills.
The only intelligible record of it, in extenxo, was published
in the newspaper* of North Carolina thirty years since,
and has been copied by Mr. Wheeler in hu recent col¬
lection of matrria hUUtrua of North Caroliflt. It is like-
wine noticed by Mr. Ixissing in hi* recent work, the
"Field Book of the Revolution.'' For daring courage on
the part of the whig assailants, considering that the ene¬
my outnumliered them in the proportion of five to one,
and had great advantage in position, it is surpassed by
few events of the war; and as a chastisement and a check
upon the rising and excellent spirit of the loyalists over
the recent disasters to our arms in South Carolina, the
result was of the same nature, and almost equal in it*
salutary effects, to the victory of Coswcll and I-illington,
at Moore'* creek bridge, i'uur years preceding.

I ha\e failed, earlier, to mention that Colonel Locke
and his brave associate*, after resolving to engage the
enemy, despatched a messenger to carry this information
to General Rutherford, and requested his co-operation, if
possible, but did not make hi* compliance a preliminary
to their attack and that this officer, having hoard of
the retirement of the British forces from Waxhaw
to Camden, hud, without knowledge of the intentions
of Locke, crossed the Cutawba, with the purpose
of himself dispersing the tories at Rawson's, and arrived
with his brigade on the battle field about two hour* after
the retreat of the enemy. Had the a*sault been postponed
for this brief apace, tue vlulOiy would doubtless have
been more complete, and possitdy many of the gallant
dead would have been spared to encounter the invading
Briton, trained for the conflict by this first essay in arms.
Gen. Rutherford, in the succeeding month, joined Gen.

Gates, in command of a brigade of militia, and in the de¬
feat at Camden, on the 10th of August, was wounded, and
taken prisoner by the enemy; and, therefore, does uol ap-
pear in the ensuing campaign.
The determination of (Jen. Gates not to attempt to rallybis routed army short of Hillsborough, which is near the

centre of North Carolina, and more than two hundred mileg
from Camden, was an entire abandonment ofone half of the
State to the depredations of the enemy. This is mentioned,with regret, by Lee, in his memoirs of the war in the
South, on account particularly of the district between the
Yadkin and Catawba, on whose efficiency and devotion to
the patriot cause he pronounces a high eulogium. With
the British in front, and the tories within striking dis¬
tance both on its right and left, the contest now became
in that section, a warpro ari* el fticis, with no immediate
resources for its protection but those furnished by itsell'.
and these greatly diminished by the melancholy events to
which allusion has been already made. But the spirit of
the country did not forsake it in this trying hour, and it
was perhaps fortunate that the British army, in its first
inroad into the State, was to encounter a people of such
unshaken resolution and activity in the gloom which over¬
spread the southern country.
Among many noble and intrepid patriots, in this dis¬

trict, who " struggled with the storm's fate,'- and upheld
the falling fortunes of their country, two characters de¬
serve to be conspicuously remembered. These are Briga¬dier General Wm. Lee Davidson, and Col. Wm. R. Davie.
General Davidson was of Irish extraction, and his pa¬

rents. like almost all the original settlers in that region,
were emigrants from 1'ennsylvania. He was educated at
an academy called -'Queen's Museum,'' in Charlotte, and,
tired with a noble ardor to sustain the patriot cause in
arms, was commissioned as Major, in one of the regiments
raised in North Carolina for the continental service, in
1776. In this capacity he marched northward in the bri¬
gade nf Gen. Francis Nash, joined the main army umlor
General Washington. in New Jersey, and served under the
commander-in-chief through the three following cam¬
paigns, during which time he was promoted to a lieuten¬
ant colonelcy, with the command of a regiment. His
presence at Dome, at this juncture, was purely accidental.
The troops of the North Carolina line having been de¬
tached to re inforce the Southern army, then under the
command of General Lincoln, he obtained permission to
visit his family, from which he bad been then three years
separated, with the exception of joining his regiment in
South Carolina. But Charleston being invested at the
time of his approach, and all access cut off. he was thus
saved from capture with bis comrades in arms, and re¬
turned immediately to his home in Mecklenburg. He,however, did not resign himself to repose in inactivity,but, taking command of a body of militia, rendered elec¬
tive service in quelling the tory insurrections consequent
on the fall of Charleston. After the capture of General
Kutherlord. at Gates' defeat. Colonel Davidson was ap¬pointed n Brigadier General of militia, and thus had im¬
mediate command of the citii.en soldiers of the frontier
county of Mecklenburg, at the time when the "services of
every man was required who was capable of bearing arms.
His romantic devotion to the public service, as manifest-
din a continunus absence of three years from a joungand enckared family, his familiarity with the well-
ought fields of Monmouth, Br&ndywine, and German-
own, and the fact, that he had seen service under the
eye, and with the approbation of Washington, made hima' star of guidance to hirt countrymen, and inspired them
with hope and confidence.
Of Colonel Davie, a less minute introduction is necessa-

y. Surviving the war, he became subsequently known
o the Union, as one of the great American orators, law¬

yers and statesmen. a leader in every great enterprise for
the impsovement and elevation of the character of his
own State at one time In r Chief Magistrate.a member
of the federal convention, a special minister to France,In conjunction with Mr. Murray and Chief Justice I'.lls
worth. during^Napoleou's Consolate, and one of the most
accomplished and elegant gentlemen of the revolutionary
race. At the period, to which we refer, he may have been
twenty five years of age.some four years graduated at
Nassau Hall, I'rinceton.interrupted in his law studies,
by the events of the war.

Inter anna, silent leges,
he bad gratified his early desire, and the inclinations of
his genius, and became a soldier.of studious hubiti, be
had brought his well furnished and disciplined mind, to
the study of military service, nnd ha 1 mastered it. His
service lied been in tne horse where he had received the
approbation of i'uln-ki. He nad approved his gailintry atthe battle ot {stouo, when he was severely wounded at
Hanging liock and other fields, and his zeal in the patriot
cause, by expending an estate, con-tituting his chief, ii
not only fortune, in equipping!! legionary corps, of which
he was 'no'.r at the head. He was prudent, vigilant, in-
tr pid and skillful in his movements against the enemy,

i aid with a charming pre. ence, a ready eloquence, and an
undaunted spirit, ho was among the yojjng men of the| day. as Henry Percy, " to the chivalry of I reland."having received l.is supplies. Ix>r<l Cornwall!* moved for-

i ward fr< rn Camden on the 81 Ji of September, with the
I assured expectation of conquering North Carolina, before

I ( ongress could bring another army into the field. With
l.is military force there were adventitiou aid;, from
which much was exjicted. In hi train was the late

: Kojal Governor Martin, who, having lingered of the
mouth ot he ( ape I ear, In a -hi i r war; for ru ne tlnn

I a year after his expulsion from the I'rovir.oe, In the h
ol r< steriition to authority, had paid a vi-.it to Ne v i

nnd wa now returned, and hoped to receive that d ul
nil n is ii ii. under the g. ins of his Ma e ty 's arm/, wiiieli
he had l ei n unable to exact by the aid of hh provincial
l*< In rents alone. A printing |ire s formed also a par of
the f ii mi tii i e of the camp, »i!n which it was In'ended toI fulminate threats, gazette victories nnd di tribute pnrdon-*. prr b:itl'>ns, and promise'. In his ranks was a regtrent of loyal! t«, r.i-'-l in North Carolina, un Vr (be

Creek*, in the mldit of the settlement ofhU countrymen y
a person held intrMt antwm for the virtum "f prlvat*
life, and « ho. titer the war, wait for many year* his Bri¬
tannic Majesty's eomul at Norfolk. From ihase, it
hoped tl'ut disaffection would be encouraged, that tho
ttate would fall an easy prev. and that the royal army
would tfm! ready recruits within her limits for ulterior
operation?.
The n.ain army moving directly northward, in the di-

i ect'on of Charlotte, Lieut. Col. Ferguson, with a de¬
triment of regulars an<i loyalists, wan de.|»tehwi west
of the Waleree, or Catawba, to advance in * parallel line
to it, to open free communication with the loyalists _

ii»
that quarter. and Incite them to effective co operation
with {he Dritirlt.
To oppose thf main array there was no foreo, but the

militia of Mecklenburg and Rowen, under Oavidion, and
the legixnavy corps of Davis. These troopn had been '

til on duty he greater Hurt of the nummer and, es{lt-cfally ito .- the defeat of Gate*, had constituted a kind of
tm t iooa 1 guard and corps of observation. Oil its approachDavidson prudently retired in the direction of Salisbury
but l a vie. delighting in enterpriiie, and being perfectly
artl'.iainted with the country, resolved, not only to watch
the enemy, but harrass and annoy them whenever occa¬
sion should serve. Keeping well advised of U'.s position
snd movements, he struck on every opportunity, and al¬
ways with effect. By a perilous exploit, at the plantation
of Captain Wabah, one of his own corps, near the. South
Carolina border; he completely surprised an outpost, and
after killing and wounding about sixty of the adversary,
washed off unhurt, with a large acquisition of horses and
arms.
Upon the entrance of the British army into Charlotte,

Davis, being joined by about fifty volunteeru, hastily as¬
sembled frcm the neighboring country, under Captain.
Graham, and relying on the firmness of his troops, made

a gallant stand in defencec of this Carolina "cradle of
liberty." By a judicious disposition of hi* force, undec
cover of the buildings and enclosures of the village, htj" '

thrice dro\e back the British cavalry, to roeeive the re¬
buke of their commander-in-chief, and made good his re¬
treat. with a loss much inferior to that or the enemy.
Lord Cornwallis occupied the village, intending to ad--,
vancc to Salisbury. But, with his overwhelming-
force, he found it no placa of repose or security.
His sentries were shot down at their porta, his pickets
kept in a constant slate of alarm, his wagons, with
stores, seized and destroyed within a | few mile.;
of his head quarters; and, in one instance, a foraging
party of four hundred men was attacked and driven home,
with a loss of twenty-seven killed and wonnded, by an.
ambushing party of sewn individuals from the neighbor¬
ing country, all of whom escaped unscathed, the British
officer declaring, on his return. " that he had found
a rebel in every bush, outside of the linen of their en¬

campment." It was manifestations such as these, that
induced Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, in his ''History of the-
Campaigns in the Colonies," to honor thoae adjoining
counties of old Mecklenburg and Rowen with the designa¬
tion of "the most rebellious district in America."
The printing press.the first that had ever been carried

to that region of country.was put in requisition, both bjf
the royal Governor and General, and proclamations wera
filled with asseverations of the success of his Majes¬
ty's arms, exhortations to loyalty and duty, and denun-
ciations upon rebellion and treason; but without serious
effect.
While his lordship was thus occupied and entertained

at Charlotte, he was astounded by the defeat and death
of Ferguson, at King's Mountain, about thirty miles to
his left, witn the loss of lila whole force, both regulars
and loyalists, killed, wounded or taken prisoners, toge¬
ther w'ith nil the supernumerary arms with which be mid'
been furnished for the inhabitants of the countnr when
might join the royal standard. Of this memorable ex¬
ploit, achieved within a mile or two of the boundary be¬
tween the Carolinas, on its southern side, by the co-opera¬
tion of Colonels Campbell, of Virginia, Cleaveland, Shel¬
by. Sevier and McDowell, of North Carolina, Williams,Hill, and "tlicrs, of South Carolina, it would bq but
idle repetition to speak in detail. Of the action
and its incidents, a full description is contained
in Foote's "Sketches of North Carolina," and biographi¬
cal memoirs of its principal actors in ''Logging's Field
Book of the Revolution." No one can, however, con¬
template the gatherings of these intrepid "Sons of Li
berty," under tLe leaders of their respective sections 01
neighborhoods.their issuing forth, as did the largest
portion of them, from the gorges and passes Of the Al- '

legbanies, and taking the field, without quartermaster bl
commissary, each man upon his own horse, and furnish'
ed with his own arms, "the horse to be sustained by the
grass of nature, and ttie soldier from the homely contents
of his wallet, made and filled by his wife or mother".
their concentration.their arrangement of the temporarycommand by election.their long marches.their eagerpursuit of the enemy.his refuge on the mountain top.
their assault, persevering courage, and overwhelming
victory.without being carried back, in imagination, to
the sublime simplicity and bravery of classic romance in
Sparta, or early Rome, or to the memorable defence of

%tlie Swiss cantons against the invasion of Austria.
This victory, which was obtained on the 7th of

October, was deci.-ive of the campaign. Instead of
proceeding to 'hi* meditated conquest, the British
general v as compelled to address himself to the task of
maintaining what he had acquired. Departing from Char¬
lotte in the night, pursued by Davidson and Davie to th«
Catawba, with the capture of a portion of his baggagehe retreated to Winsboro', some twenty miles westwar
of Camdeu, as the most eligible position for the prosecv
lion of his acquisitions in South Carolina.
Thus terminated the invasion of 1780. But the end i

the war »a> not yet.
By his election of Hill-boro' an the point for r

forming his routed army, General Gates had the advai
tage ol consultation with the Governor of th& State am
tbe Legislature, which, in'view of the public danger now
felt, held two appointed sessions in each year, ana asaem-'
bled in tlint town on the 6th of September. This body at
once applied iuelf to providing for the defeooe of the
State in every practicable method. At its list preceding >

session a board had been created "for carrying on trade,for tbe benefit ot the atato," for the purpose of import¬ing or procuring arms, and "other military stores for the
aimy. ax well ax tbe importation of rait, and all kinds of
merchandise. for the use and consumption of the gOo<L-
people ot the Hate." And now, to purchase supplies for
the large army it was hoped to assemble and recruit,
taxes were laid, to be paid in provisions, and agents ap¬
pointed in every county for their collection-, purchaser*
were authorized of all the means of subsistence, as
well as of wagons, horses, and other necessaries,
so far as the impoveri.-hed treasury would allow,
and impressmer ts were freely authorized, other meann
of supply failing. But the most notable of their
proceedings was " An Act creating a Board of War," to-
direct and control the military of the State, and a resolu¬
tion requesting Gen. Smallwood, of the Continental line,
and second in command to Gen. Gates, to assume the
command of her militia that were or should be called in¬

to service, a measure originating, doubtless, in no feelingof disrespect to Governor Nash, the actual occupant of
the executive chair, and prompted by a sense of the mo¬
mentous nature of the crisis, but utterly at variance wit&
the plain precents of the constitution, which then, as
now. deciii red that "the Governor, for the time being,shall be the captain-general and commander-in-chief of
the militia. " Ihe Governor, under the constitution, had
no power of veto to arrest the law. and, JUtarante beUo,

'

diil not interfere with the action of the board, though, in
a later stafe of its existence, he refused to fill a vaeancy-occurrirg from the resignation of one of its member*,

upon the ground of the constitutional objection. The
Legislature of South Carolina, the preceding year, had, -

by Its enactment, clothed John Butledge, then theGover '

cor, with the powers of a dictator. Precedents, these, ra¬
ther classical tl an constitutional, according to our sys¬tem, and only resorted to, unquestionably, in those emer¬
gencies, because of the imminent danger to the very ex¬
istence of the State. The commissioners constitutingthis board, by the election of the legislature itself, were
John Tenn, Alexander Martin and Crandates Davis. Their
sest ion was commenced at Hillsborough, on the 14th of Sep¬tember. lifiO and continued, by adjournment, at Halifax,until the !;oth of January, 1781. when its authorities were
returned to the legislature. Their journal, with mo much

of their correspondence as has been preserved, is amongthe it.d t interesting documents in our public archives.
Ihey undertook the ta-k de\olved on them iu the most
dented spirit of patriotism, and with a proper sense of
its magnitude, ana executed its duties with fearlessness,and eminent public benefit: conducting an active corres¬
pondence with Ihividson, Pavie, General Sumter, and
other officers, ns to tho positions of the army of tne in¬
vading enemy, its advances, skirmishes, and retreat;with local military officers, especially upon the upperbranches of the Cajie Fear and 1'odee, as to the risings or

n araudings of the tories, the disposition to be made of
prisoners '^kon lrom them, and measures for keepingthem in eck; with the Governor of the State, with
General Gates, and subsequently with General Greene, in
repard to (he rallied troops of the lately defeated army,the reinforcements arriving from other States, and beinglevied in their own. The Board of War seems to have
exerted its utmost faculties in the department of thecom
mis.-ariut. in providing food and clothing for the patriotarmy. And when it is recollected that the State had no
seaport of much commerce, her inhabitants, then as now,obtaining their chief supplies of foreign goods throughthe neighboring States that Wilmington, the principal of
these, soon fell into the hands of the enemy, who also held
South Carolina and Georgia, and almost simultaneouslywith the march of Cornwallis on Charlotte, had-
landcd n large body of troops in Virginia, under Arnold,
and were threatening an invasion from thence thai
there was no internal navigation, and that the best i
means of transportation from tne fertilo valley of *.
the Roanoke anil from the seaboard to tho army,at HilWborough, Salisbury, or Charlotte, was bythe ordinary wagon of the planter, and that no
inconsiderable portion of the supply of these had been
loft In the rout ensuing the dereat of General Gates,
the fur nl hing of the most indispeuaible necessaries
of life was. a Herculean task. The ordinary produc¬tion-' of ihe earth had been yielded, though piobably in
diminished quantities in many sections, by rea on of the
Interruptions of labor, from the heavy drafts for militaryser\i»e. in South Carolina, a well as at home during the

w ar but in the circumstances of siege, which environed
the Mate, the gmit petition was in the want of salt,without which animal lood cannot be preserved nor vegetable enjoyed.a privation w inch was alike felt by the
army ard the people of the country; and it is quite ap-

] art nt from the correspondence of this board, th*t an
nirny e> ntially larger than that which was broughtinto the Hel l, could not have been long maintained. Intheir communications with General Greene, the commis¬
sioners e-iprosi cd their regret, that in consequence of the
e hau tion i f the treoury, the legislature had adopted vtl c joliey of relying on the militia for the public defenoe.
This j ec es o! force was usually called to tours of duty ot
tin' months duration: nnd as they generally t-irned out
on hors-i I. u k, ceasiouing a large consumption of substi-
ti t< i\ it seems to have been arranged that but a limited
number hould be yjdered lo his aid, except in the im

n ri'.inti . peetntion of a general engagement. Accord-
ii lv. Ian-' ib'taehments, numbering in all 4.00',) men, that
had "n called out by the Governor or Hoard of War,and were en their march under General* Allen Jones,
G.i^iity. r,n<l others, to unite with the army of defence,
v iii ilt' d and disbandc d, 1« -t, by joining the cunp, they

in. n me the scanty stores of tho continental sol-''lei -.. A tl o next se sion of the legislature, which com
minno n tbe 1 Rtli Jam cry, 1781, acts were passed to
'. ' ot.!1' o tiio Hoard of War, and "cstabli h a Council1* >: rd tv," to mist of "three persons of integrityen'! :.b;ll' cli as the General Assembly can have the

i' "I.* enee In." and to invest tho act :al Govenor
(b; f; d tli co ncll, with executive powers of
t rti t, nt.er the e plration of his official term, pro-
* n .011 of the enemy should prevent the liolil-
in;r oi U ",tium\ and the meeting of the ensuing legisvlatino i, ;!ie iiriialtimo. Ihr. I have seen no record of
the Organization of thi.i council, or any proceeding* unde ,

- .
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